St John the Baptist Church:
A Memorable Year

O God,
You raised up St. John the
Baptist to prepare a perfect
person for Christ.
We call upon St. John’s
intercession to properly
prepare us with a true
sense of repentance to
receive Your grace and
salvation. Make us faithful to
Truth and Justice,
as You did Your servant,
John the Baptist, herald of
Your Son’s birth and death.
Lord, may You increase
Your life within us.
Amen.

We offer our deepest gratitude to all those in the Nenagh Parish Community and beyond who
contributed to the renovation of St John the Baptist church during the past year. You were generous
with your prayers, your ideas and your resources. Our collective work as a community ensures a
long and secure future for this very special place.

A Christmas Blessing
on our Animals
Blessed are you, Lord God,
maker of all living creatures.
On the fifth and sixth days of
creation, you called forth fish in the
sea, birds in the air, and animals on
the land. You inspired St. Francis
to call all animals his brothers and
sisters. We ask you to bless our
animals this Christmas season. By
the power of your love, enable them
to live according to your plan. May
we always praise you for all your
beauty in creation. Blessed are you,
Lord our God, in all your creatures!
Amen.

Nenagh Parish

Happy Christmas
Nollaig Shona

For New Friends...

Is this your first Christmas living in
Tipperary? Is your home community
elsewhere but you are unable to return
this Christmas? If so, we have some
news for you! We are delighted you
have chosen to be here this Christmas.
Our community is your’s. There may be
moments of sadness today as you are
unable to be with family and friends in
your home county or country. We hope
these moments pass quickly and you
accept our assurance that the people
of the Nenagh Parish Community are
so happy to celebrate the birth of Jesus
with you. Remember, when you spend
Christmas with your friends in Nenagh,
you are at home and you have a thousand
seasonal welcomes with your Tipperary
family! Thank you for being here!

A reading from the Holy Gospel
According to Luke. (Lk 2:1-14)

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world
to be taken. This census – the first – took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria, and everyone went to their own town to
be registered. So, Joseph set out from the town in Nazareth in
Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called
Bethlehem, since he was of David’s house and line, in order to
be registered with Mary his betrothed, who was with child. While
they were there the time came for her to have her child, and she
gave birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger because there was no room for
them at the Inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds
who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks
during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were terrified, but
the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great
joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of
David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And
here is sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger’. And suddenly with the angel
there was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and
singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to people
who enjoy his favour.’
The Gospel of the Lord

For Absent Friends...

We know that it is not possible
for everyone to join us at home in
Tipperary this Christmas. Maybe you
need to work. You might be unwell
and unable to travel. Perhaps you have
little ones too young to undertake the
journey home. Any number of factors
can keep us apart but we need you to
know something. Although you are
apart from us in person, you are at
the forefront of our thoughts. We miss
you all the time but particularly at
Christmas. We know you will return
as soon as you can and when you do,
there will be hugs! In celebrating the
joyful moment that is the birth of Jesus
we are filled with hope and certain
knowledge of that moment when we
are together again.

